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JOHN DAVIS' TRAVELS IN AMERICA DURING 1798-'99 s , 

1800, 1801, 1802. 

[Extracts.] 

"I obtained accommodations at the Washington Tavern, which 
stands opposite the Treasury. At this tavern I took my meals at 
the public table, where there was every day to be found a number 
of clerks, employed at the different offices under government, to- 
gether with about half a dozen Virginians, and a few New Eng- 
land men. There was a perpetual conflict between these Southern 
and Northern men; and one night I was present at a vehement dis- 
pute, which terminated in the loss of a horse, a saddle and bridle. 
The dispute was about Dr. Franklin; the man from New England, 
enthusiastic in what related to Franklin, asserted that the Doctor,. 
being self-taught, was original in everything that he had ever pub- 
lished. 

" The Virginian maintained that he was a downright plagiarist. 

"New England man. Have you a horse here, my friend ? 

" Virginian. Sir, I hope you do not suppose that I came hither 
on foot from Virginia. I have him in Mr. White's stable, the pret- 
tiest Chickasaw that ever trod upon four pasterns. 

"New England man. And I have a bay mare that I bought for 
ninety dollars in hard cash. Now I, my friend, will lay my bay 
mare against your Chickasaw that Dr. Franklin is not a plagiarist. 

"Virginian. Done! Go it! Waiter! you, waiter!" 

The waiter obeyed the summons, and, at the order of the Vir- 
ginian, brought down a portmanteau containing both Franklin's 
Miscellanies and Taylor's Discourses. 

The New England man then read from the former the celebrated 
parable against persecution : "And it came to pass that Abraham 
sat in the door of his tent about the going down of the sun," etc. 
And after he had finished he exclaimed that the " writer appeared 
inspired." 

But the Virginian maintained that it all came to Franklin from 
Bishop Taylor's book, printed more than a century ago, on " Po- 
lemical Discourses." And the New England man read from Taylor 
a passage which agreed, word for word, with the article assigned 
to Franklin. When he had done reading, a laugh ensued; and 
the Virginian, leaping from his seat, called to Atticus, the waiter, 
to put the bay mare in the next stall to the Chickasaw, and to give 
her half a gallon of oats more, upon the strength of her having a 
new master ! 
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"The New England man exhibited strong symptoms of chagrin, 
but wagered 'a brand-new saddle' that this celebrated epitaph of 
Franklin's undergoing a new edition was original. The epitaph 
was then read: 

The Body 

of 

Benjamin Franklin, Printer, 

(Like the cover of an old book, 

Its contents torn out, 

And stript of its lettering and gilding), 

Lies here, food for worms. 

Yet the work itself shall not be lost, 

For it will (as he believ'd) appear once more, 

In a new 

And more beautiful Edition, 

Corrected and Amended 

By 

The Author. 

The Virginian then said that Franklin robbed a little boy of it, 
"The very words, sir, are taken from a Latin epitaph written on a 
bookseller, by an Eton scholar." 

Vitse volumine peracto 

Hie finis Jacobi Tonson, 

Perpoliti Sociorum principis: 

Qui, velut obstetrix, musarum 

In Lucem Edidit 

Felices Ingenii Partus. 

Lugete scriptorum Chorus 

Et frangite calamos ! 

Hie vester margine erasus deleturf 

Sed hsec postrema Inscriptio 

Huic primce Mortis Paginse 

Imprimatur, 

Ne Prselo Sepulchri commissus, 

Ipse Editor careat Titulo: 

Hie jacet Jttbliopola 

Folio vitse delapso 

Expectans Novam Editionem 

Auctiorem Emendatiorem. 

And then, says Mr. Davis, the bet was awarded the Virginian^ 
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He referred to The Gentleman's Magazine for February, 1736, 
where the Latin inscription accredited to the Eton scholar, with a 

translation by a Mr. P , was to be found. 

After this second decision, the Virginian declared that he would 
lay his boots against the New Englander's that "Franklin's pre- 
tended discovery of calming troubled waters by pouring upon them 
oil might be found in the third book of Bede's History of the 
Church ; or that his facetious essay on the air-bath is produced, 
word for word, from Aubrey's Miscellanies. "But the New Eng- 
lander, who had lost horse, saddle and bridle, declined to run the 
risk on Dr. Franklin of going home without his boots." — Pages 
209-218. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE FOUNDING OF THE 
COLLEGE. 1 

Severall Propositions to be humbly P'sented to the Considera- 
tion of y e next Generall Assembly, for y° better incouragement of 
Learning By the founding a Colledge in this Country to consist 
of three Schools, Viz' : Grammar, Phylosophy, & Divinity. 

It is proposed y* the Gen 11 Assembly would humbly address 
their sacred Maj Ues to grant their Ljsence and Royall Charter to 
enable & impower certain fitting persons to found & erect a Col- 
led ge in some convenient place in this Country, & y' out of their 
Royall bounty & favour, their Maj' ies would be gratiously pleased, 
to grant part of their Quittrents of this Country towards the bet- 
ter enabling the s a persons to build the said Colledge, and provide 
for the yearly maintenance of y 8 same. 

That either by continueing the p'sent dutyes upon all Liquors 
imported into this country, or an Additionall Duty on y" same, or 
by any other better wayes or means, as to the Wisdom of the As- 
sembly shall seem most Certaine and effectual, a sufficient yearly 
maintenance may be settled & provided for y e paying the Stipends 
and yearly Allowances of y e Mas'" and Profess™ and the defraying 
other charge of the said Colledge. 

That Care be taken for y e providing able & fitting Mast™ and 
Profes™ for the said Schooles, Viz' : for the Grammar School, a 
Master, & an able Usher. For the Phylosophy school, two able 
Profes", one for Logick & natural Phylosophy, & the other for y° 

1 These papers are copied from MSS. in the Bristol Eecord office. 



